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Council	  Member	  Biography	  

 
Dr.	  Phillis	  Nichols-‐Anderson	  serves	  as	  the	  state	  superintendent	  for	  Lighthouse	  schools	  
in	  Arkansas.	  She	  has	  more	  than	  20	  years	  of	  experience	  in	  public	  education.	  She	  has	  
opened	  four	  Lighthouse	  schools	  in	  Arkansas	  and	  coordinated	  the	  successful	  charter	  
renewal	  of	  three	  Lighthouse	  schools	  in	  New	  York	  and	  Arkansas.	  	  
	  
She	  wrote	  the	  successful	  charter	  application	  for	  Capitol	  City	  Lighthouse	  that	  is	  
scheduled	  to	  open	  as	  the	  first	  charter	  school	  in	  the	  North	  Little	  Rock	  School	  District	  in	  
August	  2015.	  Under	  her	  leadership,	  Lighthouse	  schools	  in	  Arkansas	  have	  received	  
numerous	  awards	  such	  as	  the	  achieving	  schools	  status	  at	  Flightline	  Upper	  Academy	  and	  
College	  Preparatory	  Academy.	  Jacksonville	  Lighthouse	  Middle	  School	  received	  a	  
“Beating	  the	  Odds”	  award	  from	  the	  Office	  of	  Education	  Policy.	  The	  schools	  have	  made	  
significant	  gains	  in	  closing	  the	  achievement	  gap	  in	  literacy	  and	  math.	  	  
	  
Dr.	  Nichols-‐Anderson	  is	  a	  product	  of	  the	  University	  of	  Arkansas	  system.	  She	  also	  
participated	  in	  Harvard	  University’s	  Charter	  Schools	  Institute.	  
	  


